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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Smoky Valley Roller Mill is located on the left (northwest)
'bank of the Smoky Hill river in a scenic, tree-filled park at the
south edge of Lindsborg. It is a three-story rectangular building
approximately 46 feet long, 32 feet wide, and 50 feet high. A one-
story office is attached at the southwest. There is also a full
basement which houses some of the milling machinery. The mill is
constructed of red brick laid in common bond. The lower portion of
the structure is rough cut limestone. Topping the building is a
low pitched gable roof covered with wood shingles. Window openings
on all floors are simple rectangles with wood sills and low arched
heads. Two courses of soldier bricks form the window lintels. The
mill is in good condition and its outward appearance is practically
unchanged since 1898. Most of the outbuildings, however, have been
removed. ;

The original milling machinery was left in place after the mill
ceased operations in 1955 and, according to milling experts, is in
good condition. A high degree of craftsmanship is evident in the
handmade square frame pipes which transported the grain and flour
and in the handmade frame supports of the various machines.

Only some limestone blocks and concrete remain on both banks
of the river to show where the dam was located. The concrete-lined
mill race has been filled with mud to a depth of six or seven feet as
a result of several minor floods during the 16 years the mill has
stood idle.

The park, which is owned by McPherson county, contains more
than 20 acres:and is divided by the Smoky Hill river and Mill street
into three sections. The area across the river from the mill has a
campground and picnic-area and -is a popular place with fishermen.
Between the river and Mill street are located the old mill, some
of its smaller outbuildings, a museum, and a relocated log cabin.
North of Mill street are several historic bUlldlngS winich have been
relocated in this area to preserve them.: -~ = ik
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Smoky Valley Roller Mill played a major role in the
development of the wheat industry in the Lindsborg area. In 1872
Charles Johnson of Lindsborg procured a permit to build a stone dam
in the Smcky Hill river. Soon afterward a small wooden mill was
constructed on the site where the present mill stands. In 1882 J.
G. Bergsten purchased the mill and dam and renamed it "The Smoky
Valley Roller Mill."

Theodore Teichgraeber, a German immigrant who had worked in
several leading mills throughout the U. S., purchased the mill in
1889 and built the present three-story brick and cement mill in 1898
following a fire which destroyed the original building. During
Teichgraeber's ownership other buildings on the property were an
engine and boiler house, a dynamo room, an office, a wagon dump
and scale house, a warehouse, and a wheat storage house. The dam,
which was built of limestone laid in cement, was valued at over
$10,000 in 1902. The mill's capacity at that time was 125 barrels
of flour per day with power provided by two turbine water wheels.

Following Teichgraeber's death in 1907 the mill was operated
by his scon-in-law, William Hagstrom. - The Runbeck -brothers--Clarence,
Art, Leonard and Reginald--purchased the property from the Hagstroms
in 1927 and continued to operate the mill until 1955. -Several years
later the Runbeck family donated the 15 acre site to McPherson
county, and with some adjacent property it is now being developed
as a historic site-educational center with the mill, a museum,
and a number of relocated historic buildings. In preparation
for the centennial celebration of the arrival of winter wheat in
Kansas, the Smoky Valley Historical Association hopes to restore
the dam and make the necessary repairs to have the mill operating
again by 1974. : :

The Smoky Valley Roller Mill is believed to be the only water-
powered flour mill left in Kansas which contains its original :
machinery, all in operating condition once maintenance is performed.
The mill, which contributed to the success of the Kansas wheat
industry, is the best surviving example of many such mills which
were a vital part of the state's agricultural development.
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